Preventability of death from penetrating injury in England and Wales.
A total of 1000 deaths from injury in England and Wales have been reviewed to establish the incidence and pattern of penetrating injury and the adequacy of its management. Of the 1000 deaths, 71 (7.1 per cent) were due to penetrating injury. There were 32 knife wounds and 30 firearm injuries. Most of the latter were suicides. Only 17 patients (24 per cent) reached hospital alive. Of these cases, 10 had extracranial injury and all 10 deaths were considered to have been potentially preventable when reviewed by four external assessors. One of seven patients with cranial injury was considered to have been a potentially preventable death. The median age of the 11 cases of potentially preventable death was 37 years (range: 7-61 years). Of these, three did not have any surgery for surgically treatable injuries. Seven patients underwent operation and difficulty was encountered in six of these. It appears from our figures that whilst penetrating injury is an uncommon cause of death, it is poorly managed. The implications of this finding for systems of injury care in the United Kingdom are discussed.